
One Million Degrees
Scholarship Program



Background

THE CHALLENGE
65% of Illinois public college students attend community college but only one in four of 

them will graduate with a degree within three years. OMD changes that.

THE SOLUTION
One Million Degrees accelerates community college students’ progress on career 

pathways to economic mobility. 

• OMD provides comprehensive supports to community college students
• OMD Scholars graduate at twice the state average with the skills and experiences 

necessary to launch upwardly mobile professional careers.

HISTORY
Formerly the Illinois Education Foundation, One Million Degrees was founded in 2006 by 
a group of social entrepreneurs who understood the specific challenges facing a uniquely 

overlooked student population – community college students.



Our Approach

OMD identifies graduating seniors, current community college students and returning adults to 
become OMD Scholars.  They receive a jetpack of critical resources that ensures successful degree 
completion and launches them into promising careers and 4-year institutions.    



OMD Scholars receive a range of supports to help 
them achieve their goals

• Financial: Last -dollar scholarships (graduate 
debt free), $250 annual enrichment grant, 
and performance based stipends up to 
$1000/year

• Personal: A supportive community of staff, 
volunteers, and peers 

• Professional: Coaching with volunteer 
professionals to help you expand your 
network and chart your professional course

• Academic: Free private tutoring and transfer 
support



• Enrolled full-time at an OMD Partner 
Community College for the entire 2019-
2020 academic year

• Eligible for the Pell Grant or Star 
Scholarship (must provide income verification if not 

Pell eligible)

• GPA of 2.0 or higher

• Pursuing first college degree 

2019 Eligibility Requirements
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Application Process

www.onemilliondegrees.org/apply

Online Application Provisional Acceptance OMD Scholar!

• Application is now 
open!

• Program options:  
• All 7 City Colleges 

of Chicago
• Harper College
• Prairie State College
• South Suburban 

College
• Early Deadline:  March 7
• Acceptance emails sent 

mid April
• Final Deadline: May 16
• Acceptance emails sent 

in June

• Proof of GPA required
• Financial aid and 

enrollment information 
is verified during the 
provisional acceptance 
period.

• Students ineligible to 
apply for Pell must 
submit income 
verification form

• Applicants participate in 
a series of events to 
onboard with OMD.

• Scholars who meet 
all provisional 
acceptance 
requirements and 
attend Scholar 
Orientation in 
August to officially 
become an OMD 
Scholar. 

http://www.onemilliondegrees.org/the-program/apply


• Maintain 2.5 GPA or higher and full-
time enrollment

• Weekly communication with OMD 
Program Staff

• Attendance at all monthly OMD 
Scholar Development Sessions (one 
Saturday/month) and other scholar 
events

• Remain in good or excellent standing 
per the OMD Do Your PART 
expectations
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Upcoming Events

OMD Open Houses – Saturday 10am-12pm
Come see the OMD program in action! Students, teachers, parents, and any 
school professionals are welcome!

• Sit in on a Saturday development session
• See students interact with coaches
• Check out the OMD Scholar Assembly were we celebrate all the good news 

our scholars have. 

• March 9 – Olive Harvey
• April 13 – Malcolm X
• April 27 – Kennedy King
• May 11- Daley
• May 18 – Harold Washington



apply@onemilliondegrees.org

www.onemilliondegrees.org/apply

Application Now Open!

http://www.onemilliondegrees.org/apply


Reminder

For Questions, email: apply@onemilliondegrees.org

www.onemilliondegrees.org/apply

Application Now Open!
• Early Deadline:  March 7

• Acceptance emails sent mid April

• Final Deadline: May 16
• Acceptance emails sent in June

Apply online in less the 20 minutes. Please put some 
thought into the one essay question in the application. 

We will review all responses.

http://www.onemilliondegrees.org/apply

